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American Legion National Commander Visits
Veterans Memorial

      James A LaCoursiere 
Jr, National Commander 
stopped by the Veterans 
National Memorial Shrine 
and Museum on Friday 
April 18th. He was escorted 
by the Indiana State Com-
mander Rob Burkhart and 
several District dignitaries. 
Bill Towle, Commander of  
American Legion Post

97 from Auburn, Indiana made arrangements to bring 
Commander LaCoursiere to Fort Wayne to show off 
our 40 acre Memorial Park and War History Muse-
um. Shrine Commander Greg Bedford gave James a 
tour of  the entire grounds and facilities. I know he was 
impressed with what he saw and the people he talk-
ed with. He had been on the road most every month 
since taking office trying to visit all 50 states. 

One thing we do know, is that the American Legion 
Nationwide is in good hands with James’s leadership. 
It was a pleasure meeting him and discussing the 
challenge all veterans and American Legion Posts face 
today and into the future!

      Indiana Governor Mike Braun made a visit to the 
Veterans National Memorial Shrine and  Museum on 
Thursday June 5th at 4:30 p.m. He executed a cere-
monial signing of  House Bill SEA 520 which became 
law in April of  this year. The bill states that the Vet-
erans Memorial can install a memorial columbarium 
on the property at 2122 O’Day Road for the purpose 
of  storing cremains of  veterans as a final resting place. 
Sale of  the niches in the columbarium will be put 
into an irrevocable trust to ensure that the memorial 
grounds will be kept in good condition into perpetuity. 

Continued on page 2
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Columbarium Approval

Eric Johnson, 1st Vice Commander, Governor Mike Braun, 
and Dave McComb.

Each niche will contain a Veteran and one other per-
son. Governor Braun signed the ceremonial bill and 
was impressed with the memorials and the mission 
of  the Shrine, that “no veteran will ever be forgot-
ten”. We’d like to thank State Representative Martin 
Carbaugh, State Senator Justin Bushe, Allen County 
Commissioner Ron Turpin and Dave McComb for all 
their involvement in making the memorial columbar-
ium a reality. If  you’re a veteran and would like more 
information on purchasing a niche in the columbari-
um please contact Tim Schild at 260-494-5865.

Continued from page 1

      Greeting from the Veterans Memorial Shrine and 
Museum. The summer is starting out very busy at the 
Memorial Park on O’Day Road. Visitors will notice a 
new archway sign above the entrance to the Vietnam 
Memorial Wall. It is a tribute to our founders Eric
and Cleo Scott. If  they were alive today, they would 
be so proud of  how far their 40 acre property has 
changed since the early 1950’s. Also, at the entrance 
to the wall is a new black granite bench donated 
on May 26th by Rolling Thunder Chapter 1 out of  
Indianapolis, in honor of  all POW’s/MIA’s that never 
returned home. It was dedicated on Memorial Day
by Darryle Swartzlander and his team of  riders.
Mayor Sharon Tucker spoke at the dedication
ceremony which was well attended by veterans and 
their families. We are now selling niches in the
memorial columbarium which was delivered and 
placed on the pad next to the Sterling Chapel. If  
you are a veteran or know a veteran who would like 
to have his final resting place at the Memorial Park, 
please contact Tim Schild at 260-494-5865 to
schedule an appointment to discuss purchasing a 
niche in this beautiful memorial.
 

Message From The Commander
Fort Wayne 
Mayor
Sharon 
Tucker 
helps unveil 
the new 
bench.

Greg Bedford 
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In World War I, the spiked helmet worn by
German soldiers was called the Pickelhaube. 
(Our museum has several exhibited in its display 
of  WWI artifacts.)

Due to the inaccuracy of  dropping bombs on
target during the early years of  WWII, behav-
ioral scientist B. F. Skinner developed a project 
to use trained pigeons to guide bombs to target. 
The experiments were successful, but the military 
was concerned about the potential for pigeons 
causing embarrassment if  deployed on the battle-
field.

The average age of  soldiers who enlisted during 
World War I was 24-25 years old.

The United States Air Force was officially
established as a separate branch of  the military 
in 1947, following the signing of  the National
Security Act by President Harry S. Truman. 
This act reorganized the military and created 
the Department of  the Air Force, recognizing 
the growing importance of  air power in modern 
warfare.

Marine One is the call sign used for any United
States Marine Corps aircraft carrying the Pres-
ident of  the United States. This designation 
ensures clear and secure communication and 
coordination for the president’s transportation, 
typically involving helicopters like the Sikorsky 
VH-3D Sea King or the VH-60N White Hawk.

Eugene Jacques Bullard was the first African
American combat pilot, and was one of  200 
Americans who flew for France in World War I. 
He was awarded the Croix de Guerre and the 
Legion of  Honor.

Did You Know...Calendar of  Events
July
July 4      Independence Day
July 9      7th Annual Golf  Event & Fundraiser 
               Cobblestone Golf  Course
July 17 – July 19   Alive Day 
July 25    National Hire A Veteran Day   
July 27    National Korean War Veterans Armistice       	
	    Day Ceremony at the Shrine Event Center  
July 28    National Buffalo Soldiers Day   
July 29    Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary

August
Operation Desert Storm/Desert Shield
Memorial Dedication (To be Announced)
Aug. 4     Coast Guard Birthday
Aug. 6     National Airborne Day
Aug. 7     Purple Heart Day
Aug. 16   National Airborne Day
Aug, 29   Marine Forces Reserve Birthday

September
Sept. 1    Labor Day
Sept. 2    VJ Day (Victory Over Japan)
Sept. 7    Be a Tourist in Your Hometown
Sept. 11  Patriots Day - Dedication of
Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom Memorial
Sept. 18  Air Force Birthday
Sept. 19  POW/MIA Recognition Day
Sept. 28  Gold Star Mother’s and Families Day

October
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Oct. 5     World Teacher’s Day
Oct. 10   World Mental Health Day
Oct. 13   US Navy Birthday                                                                                   
Oct. 13   Columbus Day
Oct.  26  National Day of  the Deployed
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A Flight Of  Honor And Memory
By Bruce Lehman, U.S. Army, 1968-1971

      My kindergarten and lifetime friend was John 
Reiterman, Black Horse 11th Calvary, Vietnam 1969- 
1970. He remains - as does every veteran - in my 
forever mind of  memories and spirit.
      He would growl at me when I mentioned any-
thing like parades or tributes. Even so, I still made 
him go on an Honor Flight with me April 23, 2025.
      At least in memory.

      Arriving 
around 05:15 at 
the 122nd Mess 
Hall, my guard-
ian, Stuart Nord-
vick, and I joined 
a noisy bunch of  
veterans, most of  
them 70+. Break-
fast was served 
with introductions

and there was warm applause especially for the many 
volunteers and board of  directors that make the 
Northeast Indiana Honor Flight Hub one of  the most 
successful in the country.
      One of  the most important reasons why is gener-
osity. Individuals, businesses, organizations and dedi-
cated funders have always been there.
      After breakfast we got in line and, what else, wait-
ed. As boarding started, the sun’s earliest colors could 
be seen. 
      Our flight, by which I mean myself, Stuart and 
my high school friend and fellow Vietnam vet, Stan 
Baker, and his son Nathanial, was smooth. Landing in 
Washington, on the tarmac left and right sat two fire 
trucks and our plane passed under an arch of  water 
welcoming us and giving us a rinse off.
      We felt the energy and heard the applause as we 
entered the terminal. We were greeted over and over 
by passengers along with airport personnel. Two mu-
sicians played as we walked in. 

      The awaiting busses took us to our first stop:
Arlington National Cemetery and the changing of  the 
guard. What an honorable and somber visit it was. 
Several veterans on our flight were given the honor 
of  Laying of  a Wreath at the Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier. 
      The silence of  that ceremony and the complete 
commitment by the guards themselves to adhere to 
such honorable standards of  respect was sobering.
      We then visited the Air Force memorial which 
stretches skyward as you look out to see the capital 
and Washington Memorial. I found the Air Force 
Medal of  Honor recipients, including Willam H.
Pitsenbarger. Lionsgate films created “The Last Full 
Measure” telling his story and then honored Veterans 
National Memorial Shrine and Museum with a Medal 
of  Honor Bench in his name. 

      The Vietnam 
Wall was the next 
journey of  honor 
and we stopped 
for an extended 
visit. Since a large 
number of  Viet-
nam Vets were on 
this flight, there was 
much to remember 
and mourn. 
      I placed my 
hand on the pa-
triotic names that 
are honored with 
tributes at Veterans

National Memorial Shrine and Museum: honoring
forever.org.
      The Korean Memorial has been completed rede-
signed and it’s awe inspiring with all the casualties list-
ed of  both American forces and South Korean forces.

Continued on page 5
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     One unexpected event happened at the FDR Me-
morial. As we were finishing our dinner, Former Vice 
President Mike Pence stopped by. I know he was much 
appreciated for visiting and for his patriotic decisions.

Continued from page 4

      Upon arrival 
in Fort Wayne, 
weary but upbeat, 
the terminal was 
filled with greet-
ers, well wishers 
and an orchestra! 
We were wel-
comed home with 
great fanfare and 
appreciation.

New Bronze Plaque On 
Sterling Chapel
A new bronze plaque has been 
installed on the front of  the 
Sterling Chapel. The plaque 
was presented to the Board of  
Directors at the Veterans Me-
morial by the Daughters of  the 
American Revolution Mary 
Penrose Wayne Chapter, one of  
the main donors of  the Sterling 
Chapel. We have already had 
a couple of  wedding ceremonies in the Chapel with 
more scheduled in the future. It is our privilege to be 
the stewards of  this amazing facility. For more infor-
mation on rental of  the Chapel contact the Shrine 
office at 260-267-5022

World War II Memorial Dedicated On May 25th.
       The Ley family from John Ley Monument in 
Avilla donated a beautiful black granite World War 
II monument on Sunday May 25th. The memorial 
was in honor of  John Ley who was involved in the 
Veterans Memorial years ago. He was a World War II 
veteran who was a paratrooper and drove a Jeep later 
for General Westmoreland. John founded John Ley 
Monument in the late 50’s and his family still runs the 
business today. Tony and Regina are co-owners and 
attended the ceremony along with a large group of  
their relatives. Tony’s brother Urban, was also in
attendance and has done a lot of  work excavating
areas of  the memorial grounds. John’s brother Victor 
is one of  the statues that stands tall in the Korean 
Soldiers Memorial at the memorial park. John also 
has a bench in his honor at the Purple Heart Memo-
rial and Vietnam Memorial. It was nice seeing the 
great turnout for the dedication. The memorial is 
two-sided and has the names of  Ley family members 
who served our country on the backside. Thanks to 
all the Ley family for this meaningful tribute to all 
those that served in World War II.

The Ley 
Family came 
out for the 
ceremony 
and a group 
picture. 
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      Operation Tiger, a secret D-Day rehearsal in 
April 1944 at Slapton Sands in Devon, England, was 
vital for preparing Allied forces but ended tragically.
The sands, similar to Utah Beach in Normandy, 
served as a perfect training ground. Soldiers of  the 
U.S. 4th Infantry Division, along with sailors and sup-
port crews, took part. Tanks, landing craft, and troops 
filled the area, simulating wartime chaos on England’s 
coast.
      On the night of  April 27, a convoy of  eight LSTs 
departed for maneuvers but unknowingly encountered 
German E-boats in Lyme Bay. Miscommunications 
left the convoy unprotected by their expected naval 
escort.
      

Survivors of  the attack carried the weight of  the loss 
and the lessons learned forward into the Normandy 
invasion, where those hard-earned insights would 
help save countless lives. Details of  the disaster were 
not revealed until much later, but the event became a 
somber reminder of  the sacrifices often hidden behind 
the veil of  wartime secrecy.
      In total, nearly 750 American servicemen lost 
their lives in the exercise—a number shockingly close 
to the D-Day invasion’s casualties on Utah Beach. 
The disaster was shrouded in secrecy to preserve 
the morale of  the troops and maintain the element 
of  surprise for the Normandy invasion. Despite the 
tragedy, valuable lessons were learned, quickly leading 
to improved communication and coordination for the 
actual D-Day landings. 

      Out of  the darkness, the German vessels struck 
with torpedoes, devastating the convoy. Two LSTs 
were sunk, and a third was severely damaged. Chaos 
erupted as soldiers scrambled for lifeboats, and oil-
slick waters ignited. Tragically, many of  the troops 
had not been trained in proper use of  life vests, and 
some drowned due to the weight of  their equipment.
      The tragedy of  Operation Tiger remained one of  
the costliest training exercises of  the war, underscor-
ing the brutal realities of  warfare even in preparation. 

Memorials
Donations received in memory of:

Martin Husar
Everett Kiester

George “Herm” Hagerman
Rollie Strahm
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Mighty Midgets In World War II
By Robert Thomas, Curator & Board Member

      During World War II, there was a need for a 
landing support ship that could provide close-in 
fire support for landing operations and intercepting 
enemy barges to disrupt them from reinforcing their 
forces. The Landing Craft, Support (Large) Mark 
3 [LCS (L) Mk 3] was developed for this role. This 
design was started in 1944 based upon a LCI (Land-
ing Craft Infantry) ship that was currently used in the 
US Navy, but would carry no cargo or troops. The 
US Navy would have 130 ships built in three ship-
yards during 1944 to January 3,1945. The ships were 
158 feet in length overall and a beam of  23’ 3”. An 
unloaded ship weighed 250 tons and when loaded for 
combat it would weigh 387 tons. It could maintain a 
cruising speed of  12 knots for 5,500 miles, but reach 
a speed of  15.5 knots at full speed. They were armed 
with three Twin Bofors 40 mm Anti-Aircraft Guns, 
four 20 mm Anti-Aircraft Guns and ten Mk. 7 Rocket 
Launchers. Each ship carried a crew of  5 officers and 
65 men.
      These ships would be used for the first time in 
combat at the Invasion of  Iwo Jima from February 19, 
1945 to March 26, 1945. The ships can be beached 
to provide fire support for the landing force and when 
that is completed, they are then sent to provide an
inner picket line against the Japanese Kamikaze
attacks from air and sea.

      Operation Iceberg or Battle of  Okinawa would 
use many of  these ships. One of  these ships was the 
USS LCS (L) #88 which joined the fight on April 12, 
1945. Operation Iceberg started on April 1, 1945 and 
quickly turned into the most devastating battle for the 
US Forces on both the land and sea.
      USS LCS (L) #88 started its production in 1944 
and it was completed on December 22, 1944 in 
Portland, Oregon. The new crew quickly got the ship 
ready for combat and they left for overseas action in 
Jan1945.They would convoy to Pearl Harbor, then to 
Guam and finally to Saipan to await further orders.  
They soon left for Okinawa to join the battle on the 
radar inner picket station on April 12, 1945. The 
first mission on the picket went well with no damage. 
The second picket mission on May 11,1945 was very 
intense. A Japanese “Betty” Bomber and 4 “Oscar” 
single engine Bombers were trying to penetrate the 
defenses. The LCS 88 assisted in shooting down one 
of  the “Oscar” bombers. During the attack one of  
the bombers circled outside the range of  the guns and 
dropped low to the water to attack the picket line. The 
20mm gun crew on LCS 88 clipped one of  the wings 
on the bomber and diverted the bomber to attack the 
LCS 88. The bomber was heading for the fantail (aft 
section of  ship). The aft 40mm gun crew opened on 
the bomber at point blank range and hit the plane. 

Continued on page 8
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      The pilot or the 
40mm explosion 
caused a 200 lbs 
bomb to drop free 
from the bomber and 
strike the fantail next 
to the 40mm aft gun 
and killing 9 sailors 
which included the 
entire 40mm aft gun 
crew. It also wound-
ed another 7 sailors 
while the bomber 
crashed in the sea

Continued from page 7

Mighty Midgets
      The LCS 88 was towed to Kerama Rette Harbor 
for damage assessment and basic repairs to send the 
ship to a better port to complete repairs. After one 
month, it traveled to Eniwatok Island and then to 
Pearl Harbor. After another month, the ship was sent 
to San Francisco for final repairs and the war ended 
while there. After repairs were complete, the ship was 
on route to join the flotilla at occupied Japan when 
change of  orders sent it to Portland, Oregon for de-
commissioning. The ship was placed in the moth ball 
fleet and later scrapped.
      We have recently been donated a handmade 
model of  the USS LCS (L) #88. It honors all the men 
whom operated and rode the ships ashore into com-
bat of  beach invasions in the European, Mediterra-
nean, Africa and Pacific Islands of  World War II.

missing the LCS 88. The bomb disabled the steering 
and wrecked the upper decks. A fire broke out but was 
quickly brought under control.

      You will notice a new archway sign welcoming 
visitors to the Veterans Memorial Park, paying trib-
ute to Eric and Cleo Scott, beloved founders of  the 
Veterans National Memorial Shrine and Museum. 
Eric was a World War I combat veteran was originally 
from Chicago. He and his wife Cleo purchased the 40 
acre property in the early 1950’s on O’Day Road to 
ensure “No Veteran Will Ever Be Forgotten.” I’m 
sure they would be amazed today, if  they were to see 
all the improvements that have been made in the last 
few years. The cement columns that support the arch-
way sign will be filled with legacy bricks purchased 
by veterans, families and friends of  the Shrine. If  you 
are interested in buying a legacy brick to remember 
your loved one who served our great country, contact 
the Shrine office at 260-267-5022. Once the archway 
columns are full of  legacy bricks, there will be more 
columns available in and around other memorials.

New Archway Sign Honors Our Founders
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New Ghost Army Exhibit Coming To Fort Wayne! 
      The Fort Wayne Museum of  Art and Bill Blass 
Legacy, Inc, are pleased to present “Ghost Army: The 
Combat Con Artists of  World War II” August 2 to 
October 26, 2025 in the Museum’s galleries at 311 
E. Main Street. The exhibition tells the story of  the 
23rd Headquarters Special Troops which is a top-se-
cret WWII unit that used deceptions and illusions to 
mislead the enemy. Fort Wayne’s hometown hero, Bill 
Blass, will be featured in the exhibition as an official 
member of  the 603rd Camouflage Battalion. Veter-
ans will be receive free admission to the Art Museum 
every Thursday during the exhibits run. This will be 
a great opportunity for veterans and their families to 
discover the creative work used to fool the German 
Army.
      Organized by The National WWII Museum in 
New Orleans, the exhibition tells the story of  the 23rd 
Headquarters Special Troops — the first mobile, mul-
timedia, tactical deception unit in US Army history. 
The unit waged war with inflatable tanks and vehicles, 
fake radio traffic, sound effects and even phony gener-
als, using imagination and illusion to trick the enemy 
while saving thousands of  lives. Along with the 3133rd 
Signal Service Company in Italy, the unit helped liber-
ate Europe from the grip of  Nazi tyranny.

      Ghost Army features inflatable military pieces, his-
torical narrative text panels detailing unit operations, 
profiles of  unit officers, archival photography, sketches, 
artifacts and uniforms from unit officers. The exhibit 
presents exclusive, original content from The National 
WWII Museum in New Orleans archives along with 
a historical artifact collection curated and donated to 
the Museum by Ghost Army Legacy Project President 
and Exhibit Consultant Rick Beyer. 

Visitors can enjoy free admission and lecture with Mr. 
Beyer at 5:30pm on Thursday October 2 at the Fort 
Wayne Museum of  Art with a book signing immedi-
ately following.  Younger readers can also participate 
in a book signing with author Rebecca Siegel, to cel-
ebrate the release of  her new book, “How the Ghost 
Army Hoodwinked Hitler.” The Story of  American 
Artistry and Deception in World War II, on Thursday, 
October 2 along with Mr. Beyer.
In tandem with the exhibition, the Veterans National 
Memorial Shrine and Museum 2122 O’Day Rd. Fort 
Wayne, IN will host Mr. Beyer, along with Rebecca 
Siegel on October 2, 2025 at 1 pm. Rebecca will pro-
vide children with a  fascinating look into the Ghost 
Army’s deception. Rick’s talk will include the story of  Fort Wayne native and future fashion designer Bill Blass

was a member of the Ghost Army.
Continued on page 10
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the recent award of  The Congressional Gold Medal, 
an extensive effort and well deserved honor. Mr Beyer 
is the author of  The Ghost Army of  World War II: 
How One Top-Secret Unit Deceived the Enemy with 
Inflatable Tanks, Sound Effects and Other Audacious 
Fakery offers detailed insight into the 23rd Head-
quarters Special Troops and their creative deceptions 
on the battlefields of  Europe that would earn them 
Congressional Gold Medals. 
      The unique and top-secret “Ghost Army” unit - 

Continued from page 9
New Ghost Army Exhibit 

The Mission of  the Shrine
•• To provide a forever memorial for all military    	    

Veterans of  the United States.
• To preserve artifacts of  their service; to give 	     
future generations a better understanding and 	     
appreciation of  the historical past of  the
    United States.

• To educate today’s youth on the history of  war	     
and conflicts that the United States has been 	     
involved in defending the freedoms we enjoy 	     
every day.

•

•

      Mike Nutter, President of  the Fort Wayne Tin-
Caps again made a big hit at the Veterans National 
Memorial Shrine and Museum. Mike brought his 
entire team and administrative staff the Shrine on 
Wednesday May 14th to help with outdoor projects 
on the memorial grounds. After a morning of  hard 
work, Mission BBQ served up a delicious lunch in the 
Event Center to all members of  the TinCaps, special 
Veterans who attended and Shrine Board Members.
      The TinCaps players, coaches and staff “knocked 
it out of  the park” helping with jobs that would take 
us Veterans weeks to do. We can’t thank you enough 
for your service to our veteran community. Mike also 
pledged a generous donation to the fund raising
efforts of  our “Women in the Military” memorial 
to be constructed on site next year. Target date for 
completion  is August of  2026. Thank You TinCaps! 
Good luck this summer at Parkview Field!

featuring 82 officers and 1,023 men - was the brain- 
child of  Colonel Billy Harris and Major Ralph Inger-
soll. Activated on January 20, 1944, under the com-
mand of  Army veteran Colonel Harry L. Reeder, the 
group was capable of  simulating two whole divisions 
(approximately 30,000 troops) by using visual, sonic 
and radio deception to fool German forces during 
the final year of  World War II. Armed with nothing 
heavier than .50-caliber machine guns, the 23rd took 
part in 22 large-scale deceptions in Europe from Nor-
mandy to the Rhine River, the bulk of  the unit arriv-
ing in England in May 1944, shortly before D-Day.
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Changes Coming To Exhibits At The Museum 
      This summer will have some interesting features 
for each month starting with June. The monthly 
feature for June is the celebration of  Asian-American 
and Pacific Islanders whom contributed to the US 
military. This exhibit explains the tough time that 
Japanese-Americans of  the second generation (Nisei) 
overcame to prove their loyalty to America while their 
families were placed in relocation camps out of  fear. 
It also features America’s territorial islanders who 
helped defend America’s freedom.
      In July, the main exhibit will feature military art 
work on aircraft, tanks, trucks, canvas and other loca-
tions to boost morale of  military members. The nose 
art on aircraft is the best known in the recent era and 
it would inspire art work on other equipment.
      In August, we will return to telling the various 
stories of  American service members, as well as units 
that fought in the wars. Some of  the stories will be 
about the USS Indianapolis and 509th Heavy Bom-
bardment Group which dropped the Atomic Bombs 
on Japan to end World War II. Service members will 
also be featured with their stories of  military life and 
combat assignments.
      Finally, as the fall newsletter goes out, September 
will feature the Animals of  War. They are both morale 
boosters for the members of  various units while serv-
ing away from home, but during times of  war. These 
animals perform amazing tasks to help in protection, 
message delivery, warning of  danger, and recovery of  
the injured and fallen. These animal heroes need rec-
ognition for all the work performed in war and peace.
      During this summer, museum exhibits will be up-
dated with some newer artifacts to be displayed while 
other artifacts will be retired into storage for future 
care. Certain artifacts will still remain in current areas, 
as they are too large to relocate or too critical to the 
story of  that particular war period. This process of  
updating artifacts will continue all summer long. All 

By Robert Thomas, Curator & Board Member
exhibit changes should be completed by Labor Day 
weekend.
      Looking forward to seeing you at the museum 
as we continue to remember and honor American 
service personnel. Their sacrifices are appreciated by 
their family, friends and veterans who visit the
museum.

Macro Artifacts Have A
New Home.

      The Veterans National  Memorial Shrine and
Museum is happy to announce that we have a perma-
nent home for two of our Macro Artifacts.
      The first of which has been on the grounds for 
decades but didn’t get much attention, the Civil Air 
Patrol M149 Water Buffalo. The origins of Civil Air 
Patrol date to 1941 and is a congressionally chartered, 
federally funded, 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation and 
serves as the civilian auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. 
Our vigilant citizen volunteers search for and find the 
lost, provide comfort in times of disaster, and work 
to keep the homeland safe. Our members selflessly 
devote their time, energy, and expertise toward the 
well-being of their communities, promoting aviation 
and related fields through aerospace education and 
helping shape future leaders through CAP’s cadet 
program.
     

Continued on page 12
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Kroger Cares & You Can Too!

      Do you want to help the Veterans National
Memorial Shrine and Museum without doing any- 
thing besides your normal grocery shopping? You are 
able to do this by using Kroger Community Rewards! 
It doesn’t cost you a thing, and Kroger will donate a 
percentage from your grocery bill to us.
      To Use the Kroger Community Rewards Pro-
gram: Visit http://www.kroger.com. Once 
logged into their Kroger account, search for “War 
Veterans Memorial Shrine of  American History Inc” 
either by name or MK539 and then click Enroll. New
users will need to create an account which requires 
some basic information, a valid email address and a 
rewards card.
•  Customers must have a registered Kroger rewards 
card account to link to your organization.
•  If  a member does not yet have a Kroger rewards 
card, please let them know they are available at the 
customer service desk at any Kroger. REMEMBER, 
purchases will not count for your organization until 
after your participants register their rewards card.
Participants must swipe their registered Kroger
rewards card or use the phone number that is related 
to their registered Kroger rewards card when shop-
ping for each purchase to count.

Museum Open
Monday, Thursday,

Saturday and Sunday
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      The second is a relatively new artifact, the M1010 
CUCV (Commercial Utility Cargo Vehicle) Ambu-
lance. The CUCV vehicles of the military are based 
on a civilian truck chassis with modifications for 
military use and not intended for direct combat use, 
therefore lack armaments, to replace the previous 
Dodge M37 and Kaiser Jeep M715. The use of
civilian commercial vehicles by the military began in 
1976 with the General Motors version coming into 
service in 1984 with twelve variants for a variety of 
purposes including the Ambulance version now on 
permanent display next to our M247 “SGT YORK” 
Self-Propelled Anti-Aircraft Gun (SPAAG)
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Eric Johnson, 1st Vice Commander, Jeremiah Hale
and Pat Fraizer, 2nd Vice Commander present Smart
Army 20 with a Spirit of Excellence Award


