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Global War on Terrorism Memorial 
Dedicated on 911
      On Thursday September 11th, it was a fitting day 
to pay tribute to all who served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. The 
Indiana limestone monuments were standing tall as 
veterans and visitors alike gathered for the 4 pm
ceremony. Tim Schild, a Shrine Board Member was 
the lead person on the development of  this outstand-
ing memorial. Board Member Rick Porfilio helped
design the final monument. Ley Monument in Avilla 
was instrumental in the final production and place-
ment of  the three piece structure.

taps. It was a beautiful day and a very fitting tribute 
to all who served and sacrificed during the Gulf  Wars. 
This memorial helps reinforce the Veterans Memorial 
Shrine and Museum’s mission that “No Veteran Will 
Ever Be Forgotten.”

      The program began with the presentation of
colors by the Honor Guard from American Legion 
Post 47 in Fort Wayne. Angie Newkirk sang the
National Anthem followed by the opening prayer 
by Chaplain John Ray from the Veterans Memori-
al. First Vice, Eric Johnson welcomed everyone and 
introduced Tim Schild for his remarks. Veterans Mike 
Marcum and Robert Thomas gave their remarks 
about their time in service and wartime experiences. 
The program closed with Thomas Schmitt playing 

Our dear friends, Gold Star Family Members Dave and Lori 
Abbott joined us for the dedication. They attended in honor 
of their son, Nicolas S. Hartge.
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Columbarium Niches Now For Sale
      After several years of  waiting on approval by the 
State of  Indiana, we are pleased to announce the sale 
of  burial niches at our Memorial Columbarium for 
Veterans. Veterans who choose to be cremated can 
now make the Veterans Memorial their final resting 
place. This three piece structure will hold a total of  
128 niches each one reserved for a veteran and one 
other. Prices start at $4995. We are now selling niches 
in the three sections, “Honor, Courage and Valor.” 
Contact the Shrine office and schedule an appoint-
ment to learn all about the Columbarium availability 
and costs. We’ll be glad to sit down and discuss
options and opportunities surrounding making the 
Veterans National Memorial Shrine and Museum 
your final resting place. Just call our office at
260-267-5022 to schedule an appointment.

      As we wind down this summer, we are especially 
pleased with more new memorials we have installed 
over the last few months. We now have a new Desert 
Storm/Desert Shield Memorial made out of  Indiana 
limestone and dedicated to all those that served during 
those wars. On September 11th we honored those
veterans that served in the Global War on Terrorism 
with a new memorial dedicated to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. This 
three piece memorial is also built out of  Indiana lime-
stone and pays tribute to all the brave men and wom-
en who served. We are now selling Legacy Bricks at 
both memorials for veterans who served in the middle 
east. Contact the Shrine office or pick up order forms 
in the War History Museum. It’s a great way to re-
member your loved one that served this great country.

From The Commander

from the Civil 
War headstones 
donated by Lin-
denwood Cem-
etery honoring 
over 196,000 
hoosier
veterans that 
served during 
the Civil War.
Also you’ll see 
a memorial 
honoring Army 
Rangers from 

      On November 11th we will dedicate a new World 
War I Memorial at 11 a.m.  Please join us as we unveil 
this unique tribute honoring all veterans from the 

Commander Greg Bedford

WWI era. If  you visit and take a tour on the walk 
path through history you’ll see a new bench across 

World War II. It just keeps getting better and we 
always appreciate your support! Visit often and tell 
your friends about this hidden gem in Fort Wayne.
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O’Hare Airport was named for Lieutenant 
Commander Edward “Butch” O’Hare, the first 
Navy Medal of  Honor recipient of  WW2. On 
February 20, 1942, Butch was aboard the carrier 
USS Lexington (CV16) with Fighter Squadron 
Three when the ship came under attack from the 
air.  After his squadron had fought off the first 
wave of  Japanese planes, another bomber attack 
was heading towards the Lexington. O’Hare 
then attacked the bombers with little ammunition 
left and downed three enemy planes. O’Hare’s 
actions gave the aircraft carrier time to get the 
bombers into its anti-aircraft artillery range,
and several more were shot down. President 
Roosevelt saw to it that O’Hare became the first 
Naval aviator to receive the Medal of  Honor.

In the early days of  the American War in
Vietnam, it took six months to travel from North 
Vietnam to Saigon on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. By 
1970, regular North Vietnamese Army soldiers 
could make the journey in six weeks. By the end 
of  the war with motorized transportation the trip 
might take one week. It is estimated that as many 
as 20,000 soldiers marched south each month at 
the height of  the trail’s use. And it wasn’t only 
men and trucks that came down the Trail. By 
early1968, the NVA brought PT-76 light tanks 
down the trail to attack the Lang Vei Special 
Forces camp situated near the border with Laos.

Army Corporal Desmond Doss was the first 
conscientious objector awarded the Medal of  
Honor for his heroic actions as a combat medic 
during the Battle of  Okinawa in WWII. During 
the battle he single-handedly saved approximate-
ly 75 wounded soldiers under heavy fire without 
carrying a weapon. His courage and dedication, 
particularly during the intense fight for Madea 
Escarpment (Hacksaw Ridge) on April 29-May 
21, 1945, earned him this medal. Doss’s actions 
were the subject of  the 2016 film, “Hacksaw 
Ridge”.

Did You Know...Calendar of  Events
October
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Oct. 10   World Mental Health Day
Oct. 13   US Navy Birthday                                                                                   
Oct. 13   Columbus Day
Oct.  26  National Day of  the Deployed

November
Nov. 6     Veterans Stand Down
Nov 8     Veterans Parade Parnell at State 11am
Nov. 10 Marine Corps Birthday
Nov. 11 Veterans Day - WW I Dedication
               Ceremony 11am
Nov. 27 Thanksgiving Day

December
Dec. 7    Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Dec. 13 National Guard Birthday
Dec. 13   Wreaths Across America Day
Dec. 20  Space Force Birthday
Dec. 25  Christmas Day Celebrated

       Mark your calendars for Veterans Day November 
11th, as we will be dedicating a very unique World 
War I Memorial. This special 8 ft X 6 ft black granite 
monument has been donated by Richard Waterfield 
in memory of  his grandfather Stevenson Waters
McGill who served in France during the war. The
memorial has been in the works for over a year and 
will be dedicated at 11 am on Veterans Day!

New World War I
Memorial Dedication 
Set for November 11th
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Reverend Gene Edwin Rohrer 1931 - 2025 

      Our magnificent tribute to the soldiers of  the
Korean War at the National  Shrine in Allen
County owes its inspiration to the National Korean 
War Memorial in Washington.  Look closely at the 
faces on those seven foot statues.  Gene’s photo was 
used by the artist as a model for the face of  one.
      His well-structured life reads pretty much like the 
American Dream:
Born In Peru, Indiana where he graduated from
    High School
Enlisted into the USMC and served in the Korean   		
    War
After Honorable discharge, went to work on the
    Wabash Railroad moving up through the ranks
Continued education when and where possible with  	
    Indiana University
Marriage and four children
Marriage again in ’92 after losing his first wife
Received a Bachelor of  Arts degree from Indiana 		
    University
Marriage again in 2004 after losing his second wife
Graduated from Christian Theological Seminary
    in Indianapolis
Served as Pastor at Oak Grove United Methodist 		
    Church near Columbia City

Served (and served us well) as the Veterans Service   		
    Officer in Whitley County
Left a legacy of  ten grandchildren & nine great
    grandchildren.

      Gene has left us, gone 
to guard the streets of  
Heaven as his fellow
Marines would say. If  you 
ever saw a photo of  him in 
uniform, you had to guess 
he was about fourteen. He 
wasn’t, of  course, but look-
ing at those old photos you 
are amazed that this boy - 
soldier not only lived to age 
93, but lived one full, busy 
life, a life largely in service 
to others. 

      Gene was a past 
master of  the Masonic 
Lodge in Columbia 
City and also belonged 
to the Scottish Rite, 
Mizpah Shrine, and 
the Columbia City Elks 
Lodge.  He had served 
a Chaplain at Ameri-
can Legion Post 98.  He 
was a charter member 
of  the Leatherneck 
Coffee Club, serving as 
its senior Marine and
Chaplain.  
      And that my friends 
is how one life touches

and affects many others.  Farewell, old friend.  Fair 
winds, following seas, and Godspeed.

      We have recently received memorials to the
Veterans Memorial Shrine and Museum in memory 
of  the following individuals:

Lena McMahon
Don Koop

Rollie Strahm
George Hagerman

William “Bond” Stanley
Gary H Kallansa

James Lamoureux
Everett Kiester

Nick Taylor
Matthew Tomkiewicz

The Board of  Directors Thanks You for your support.

In Loving Memory…
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By Greg Banicki, LMFT,  Board Member

Veteran Suicide: The Latest Numbers
and What’s Being Done
      For years, the figure “22 veterans a day” has
circulated widely as a shorthand for the suicide crisis 
among former service members. While powerful, that 
number has been reported by the VA to have declined. 
According to the Department of  Veterans Affairs’ 
2024 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual 
Report, the most recent complete data show that 6,407 
Veterans died by suicide in 2022, an average of  17.6 
veterans die by suicide every single day. Suicide was 
the 12th-leading cause of  death for veterans in 2022.

of  military sexual trauma, and lack of  consistent 
access to care. Firearms remain the most common 
method. To address this crisis, the VA and its partners 
continue to expand prevention efforts. Key initiatives 
include the Veterans Crisis Line (Dial 988 then 
Press 1), which offers immediate confidential sup-
port, and REACH VET, a program that uses predic-
tive analytics to identify Veterans at highest risk and 
connect them with care. Campaigns also promote safe 
firearm storage and increase access to counseling and 
treatment. Nonprofit organizations, such as FW22 in 
Fort Wayne, and state agencies supplement these ef-
forts with local outreach and peer-support programs.
      While progress has been made, the reality remains 
stark: Veteran suicide rates are far too high. The latest 
data serves as both a reminder of  the urgency and 
a call to continue strengthening support systems for 
those who served.

*Suicide numbers from the VA and the Department of
Defense cover data through 2022 only. Numbers from
2023-2024 are not yet fully complied or published in a 
comparable form.

      The suicide rate among Veterans in 2022 was
34.7 per 100,000, nearly double that of  non-Veteran 
adults (17.6 per 100,000). Although this figure is wide-
ly accepted, the real number may be even higher.
Suicide affects all ages, but some groups face higher 
risks. Veterans ages 18–34 had the highest rate at 
47.6 per 100,000. However, because of  the larger 
population size, Veterans over 55 accounted for 
nearly 60% of  all Veteran suicides. Other risk
factors include mental health or substance use
diagnoses, recent separation from service, experiences

McMahon’s Best One Donation Helps Veterans
Memorial Reach Fundraising Goal 

      On Thursday October 3rd, McMahon’s Best One 
Tire Group made a generous donation to the fund-
raising efforts of  our “Women In the Military
Memorial” being developed for dedication in August

of  2026. Pictured here are some of  our Board Mem-
bers and the management team of  McMahon’s Best 
one. McMahon Tire donates proceeds from their
annual golf  outing to deserving charities in Fort 
Wayne. Honor Flight and the Veterans Memorial 
received donations this year. Thanks to Pat, Bubba, 
Kim, Randy, Nikki and Jamie for your contribution 
so that we can honor all women who served and 
sacrificed. McMahon’s check helped us reached our 
$75,000 goal that will match the $75,000 grant we 
received from the Indiana Destination Development 
Corporation to construct this tribute to Women! 
Thank You
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Veterans Day Parade 
Now on November 8th
      This year’s Veterans Day Parade will be held on 
Parnell Avenue on the Saturday before Veterans Day 
November 8th. According to Jim Turcovsky, Coordi-
nator of  the event, the parade will begin at 11 a.m. 
starting at East State Street and Parnell Avenue. The 
parade will conclude at the Memorial Coliseum. A 
ceremony will be held at the Plaza at the Memorial 
Coliseum following the conclusion of  the parade.
In case of  inclement weather the ceremony will be 
held inside at the Hall of  Honor at the Memorial 
Coliseum.

Ghost Army Authors Speak at the Shrine
      On Thursday October 2nd Ghost Army authors 
Rick Beyer and Rebecca Siegel spoke to a group of  
over 60 guests about this World War II special decep-
tion unit. Attendees including families of  Ghost Army 
soldiers and Bill Blass’s niece along with veterans and 
visitors to the Shrine and Museum. The program 
talk and book signing was in conjunction with the 
Ghost Army Exhibit at the Fort Wayne Museum of  
Art through October 26th at the museum downtown. 
Kathy Carrier, organizer of  the Ghost Army Event 
spoke as did Eric Johnson First Vice Commander
at the Veterans Shrine and Museum. Rick and
Rebecca had a spirited discussion about their interests 
and highlights of  the Ghost Army; Rick as a best
selling author and Filmmaker and Rebecca as a
children’s book author, who has written over 200
children’s books. After a give
and take discussion both took
questions from the audience.
A book signing followed the
program. A big “Thank you”
to all those who attended and
enjoyed the program.

Museum Open
Monday, Thursday,

Saturday and Sunday
11am to 4pm

Memorial Grounds
Open 24/7
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      This summer we started a project to display all 
weapons we have accumulated over the years. We 
have recently added signage with keys to identify the 
various weapons, what war they were used in with a 
description of  the weapon. There are eight separate 
letter designations to help make identification simple 
for guests to read. Each weapon description gives the 
donor or loaner and tribute to military personnel who 
helped create the display. The first five sections are 
Muskets to Rifles and Submachine guns. The next 
two sections are heavy weapons for infantry and the 
final section is handguns.
      First section is dedicated to the American Revolu-
tion and War of  1812 weapons used by the American 
and British forces in the fight for our independence.
      Second section is rifles from the American Civil 
War, Spanish-American War and finally the Great 
War of  World War I. It includes the US Congress’ 
most despised rifle, the Kreig-Jorgensen, because it 
was not made by an American inventor. The World 
War I part is a group of  weapons from American
factories to weapons that our Allies carried into
combat.
      Sections three and four cover World War II to 
the Korean War and Cold War Era. It starts with the 
American M1 Garand Rifle and Carbine followed 
by the Japanese rifles. Bottom part is dedicated to the 
American Submarine strikes on Japanese logistical 
ships and Imperial Japanese Navy. It was so effective 
it deteriorated the quality of  rifles that near the end 
of  1945, the rifles are actually more dangerous since it 
may explode in their hands.
      The fourth section continues with weapons from 
World War II used by our Allies and Axis forces. The 
Korean War weapons follow with the US M1 Garand 
and a training version of  it. A Chinese Rifle given to 
the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army in Korea and 
used in Vietnam as a sniper rifle. Finally is a Cold 	  

New Weapons Display at War History Museum

War 1903 Springfield rifle sold to an American
Citizen with a hunting stock by the military.
      The final section of  rifles is the Vietnam Era with 
the M16A1 Rifle (movie replica) and Chinese Type 
56 SKS Rifles designed from the Russian AK-47. The 
AR-15 represents the newer M-4 Carbine (M-16 rifles) 
used in the War on Terror. The end is submachine 
guns from WW II to the end of  the 20th Century.
      On the floor of  the exhibit are Machine Guns 
from light to heavy used in World War I and the 
Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) used from World 
War I to Vietnam until replaced by the M60 Machine 
Gun.
      The seventh section holds some of  the heavy 
explosive weapons carried by the infantry. A WW II 
Bazooka to the LAW Rocket that replaced it and the 
M79 Grenade Launcher used in the Vietnam War.
      The eighth section is a collection of  handguns 
consisting of  Muskets, Revolvers, and Pistols from all 
eras.

By Robert Thomas, Curator & Board Member
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      This is the third year that Project Coordinator
Ta Gay Htoo of  the United Way of  Allen County’s 
Day of  Caring has teamed the Veterans National
Memorial Day of  Caring with Regal Rexnord!
The years being 2019, 2020, and 2025. To say Regal 
Rexnord is a blessing is an understatement!
      This is also the third year this fine company’s 
team coordinators, Lisa Warriner, Dough Keller and 
Mike Koller, with the amazing staff of  Regal Rexnord 
accomplished 6 months of  yard and facility projects in 
a matter of  8 hours  for Veterans National Memorial 
Shrine and Museum.

Regal Rexnord  Helps Veterans National Memorial Shrine
and Museum During the United Way Day of  Caring

      Besides their time and man and women power, 
Regal Rexnord volunteers brought their own tools 
and equipment to get the target projects accom-
plished.  Equipment and supplies such as 2 Bobcats, 
saw tables, lumber, mulch, and yard tools power wash-
ers were brought in. Even a friend of  a Regal Rex-
nord staff member brought in and operated a stump 
grinder!!!  Projects such as a 25 ft closet was created 
for uniform storage, the park gazebo was refurbished 
with steps added, trees taken out, cleared and pruned, 
edging mulching, painting, and interior cleaning of  
the museum and 40 and 8 Merci Train Building was 
left sparkling!  This past August 22nd, 2025 Day of
Caring, Regal Rexnord dug drainage ditches, placed 
in tile, moved dirt, and planted grass around the new-
ly installed  Civil War, Desert Shield, Desert Storm, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, War on Global Terrorism, 
and Operation Enduring Freedom Monuments.

      We are eternally grateful to Regal Rexnord and 
their wonderful staff for their total dedication and 
support in helping the Veterans National Shrine and 
Museum with our mission “That No Veteran Will Be 
Forgotten”
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Planning A Party, Meeting or Reception?
Make it Memorable at the Veterans Memorial!
      We rent our Event Center and the Sterling Chapel
to all veterans or family members. Whether your
planning a Birthday party, reception or meeting our
Event Center seats 60 people comfortably. If  your
planning a small wedding (60 people) the Sterling 
Chapel is the perfect setting. Call Bonnie Davis for
all the details and availability. Phone 260-267-5022 
We think you’ll like our prices!

Legacy Bricks a Wonderful Way
to Remember your Veteran.
      We have just finished adding 56 Legacy Bricks at 
the Archway to the Memorial Park. Mike Avila and his 
team from the NEICA just finished installing Legacy 
Bricks at the base of  the entrance. We are now selling 
Legacy Bricks all around the memorial park. Bricks 
are now available at the Desert Storm/Desert Shield 
Memorial along with Legacy Bricks for Veterans who 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation
Enduring Freedom. What a great way to remember 
your veteran or loved one who served in those wars. 
Just call the Shrine office at 260-267-5022 or pick up 
and order form at the War History Museum to get 
your order placed and reserve your place in history. 
New locations will be available no matter what war 
your veteran served in!

Ken Dodds, Local 4 Bricklayer Instructor, Mike Avila,
Local 4 retiree, David Steiss, Local 4 retiree, Joe Mayer, 
Local 4 Field Representative. Dave and Mike are volunteers 
and Ken and Joe’s time is donated by Bricklayer’s Local 4 
IN/KY.

Volunteers Needed at the Veterans
Shrine and Museum
      As we continue to grow and see more visitors
and veterans to the Veterans Shrine and Museum, 
we are always needing more volunteers whether it’s a 
couple of  hours a week or a couple days a month, we 
can always use a helping hand. Bonnie Davis is our

Volunteer Coordinator and she’ll be glad to talk with 
you about opportunities to ensure “No veteran will 
ever be forgotten.” Bonnie can be reached at
260-267-5022
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A Man of  Three Wars

      In August 1944, the 22-year old was sent overseas 
attached to the 96th Infantry Division, 382nd Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Battalion, Heavy Weapons Company 
H. Matta  served 16 months in the Western Pacific 
and Southern Philippines.  He supervised activities of  
a heavy weapons .30 caliber machine gun section,
providing fire in support of  other tactical units in 
attack and defense.
      As part of  the 96th Infantry Division, he partici-
pated in the Battle of  Leyte from October to Decem-
ber 1944 and the Battle of  Okinawa from April to 
June 1945. He was awarded the Purple Heart with 2 
Oak Leaf  Clusters for wounds received in October 
1944, November 1944 and June 1945.
      In WWII while fighting n the Philippines Matta 
was wounded by shrapnel and received the Purple 
Heart and the Combat Infantryman Badge with two 
Oak Leaf  Clusters.  In the Philippines he helped wipe 
out a nest of  11 Japanese soldiers. Later in Okinawa 
he was part of  a machine gun crew credited with fir-
ing more than 18,000 rounds of  ammunition in 

By Bruce Lehman - U.S. Army, 1968 - 1971
      George John Matta 
was born May 17, 1922 
in Brockton, MA. By the 
time he turned 49, the 
multiple-awarded soldier 
had participated in three 
of  America’s most
furious wars, been a 
POW and rightfully 
earned his honored 
place at Arlington 
National Cemetery, 
Washington, DC. Matta 
always believed in

protecting the U.S. and its values and commitment to 
fairness and justice. He received his basic training at 
Camp Croft, S.C. where he graduated from a special-
ist’s school as a skilled armorer.

one day, knocking out two Japanese antitank guns, a 
pillbox, a number of  caves and killing more than 39 
Japanese soldiers.
      He was wounded in Okinawa by a shot that went 
in his right arm, through his torso and out his left arm. 
The regiment returned to the U.S. and was inactivated 
on 3 February 1946, at Camp Anza, California.
      During 1947, policy was put into place that autho-
rized the retroactive award of  the Bronze Star Medal 
to any serviceman who had received the Combat 
Infantryman Badge (CIB) or the Combat Medical 
Badge. Matta wore the Combat Infantryman Badge 
with the star indicating he was awarded two times
      Upon discharge in November 1945, Matta had 
been awarded the following medals: Combat Infantry 
Badge, Victory Medal, Good Contact Medal, Ameri-
can Theatre Campaign, Asiatic Pacific Theatre
Campaign, Philippine Liberation with two bronze 
stars and Purple Heart with two Oak Leaf  Clusters.

      The then 26-year old 
soldier wasn’t finishing 
his service to country. He 
re-enlisted mid September 
of  1948. 
      His second enlistment 
sent him to Fort Lewis, WA
as a supply NCO with the 
2nd Infantry Division.  
They shipped out to Korea 
arriving via Pusan on July 
23, 1950.  Matta arrived in 
August and served from

Aug 1950 - 26 Apr 1953 during which time, he be-
came a POW for over two years.
      Upon his return to Brockton, MA in May 1953, 
with two wars under his belt, the now 31-year old 
Matta seemed destined for more military service. 
Vietnam called and it would be his last stop when he 
served in Da Nang, Vietnam.
      After years of  dedication and service in three
different wars, Matta died on October 8, 1998
and was honored with burial at Fort Myer,
Arlington, VA.
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From A Vietnam Vet’s Perspective….
      I was born and raised in Germany. I came to the 
U.S.A. when I was 10 years old. After I learned the 
language and culture, I became a typical American 
kid.  As a teenager, I liked racing cars and chasing 
girls. 
      Guys in my town that went to Viet Nam, came 
home and talked about their experiences and none of  
it was good. Since I wasn’t going to college, I knew I 
would be drafted. I talked to different recruiters about 
enlisting but I did not enlist. I couldn’t get a significant 
job because of  the draft. 
      I went to Chicago to a trade school but did not 
finish because I got drafted. Life was on hold. I went 
to Fort Knox for basic training. Then I went to Fort 
Polk for Light Weapons Infantry. I prepared myself  to 
go to Viet Nam.
      Once I got to Viet Nam, it was a living hell. It
was everything everyone had said and worse. I got 
assigned to 1st/5th Infantry Division Northern I Core 
DMZ. All of  my training did not prepare for the real 
thing. There was a lot of  on the job training just to 
survive. 
      After 2 weeks in the bush, I got wounded with a 
head injury and was medi-vaced to the field hospital 
and then to the ship hospital. I realized this was not 
about games – this is for keeps. Life is not normal 
anymore. It is only about survival of  you and your 
buddies. Not only from the enemies, but also from the 
elements – jungles, terrains, mountains, and flat lands. 
I was constantly wet from sweat or monsoons. I had 
jungle rot on my feet where I lost 5 layers of  skin leav-
ing my feet like raw meat. Everyone carried cigarettes 
to burn off the leaches. 
      We were constantly on edge for booby traps, 
mines, or ambush. There was no safe place or safe 
time. Even when you went into a fire base, you were 
on bunker line with the threat of  mortar or rockets or 
even a ground attack. 

      We had a close bond with guys in our squad. We 
had each other’s backs. We would lay down our lives 
for each other. I lost a couple of  close friends. There 
was no time for grieving. We were robots in survival 
mode. I realized we didn’t fight for our country or 
Viet Nam. I fought for me and my buddies so we 
could go home. 
      After you finally served your time, you left the 
combat zone. Twenty-three hours later, you were 
in Oakland, CA. There was no adjustment period. 
There was no welcome home. It was the exact
opposite. I tried to readjust my way of  thinking, 
talking, and acting because of  what you did in Viet 
Nam, would put you in jail at home. 
      When applying for jobs, you learn not to admit 
you were in Viet Nam because of  the stigma. It was 
very difficult to get a good job. You start hanging out 
with Veterans because your previous friends, who did 
not serve, did not understand and we no longer had 
anything in common. After many struggles, I was able 
to get a good career job, get married, and have a
family. To this day, I still hang out and appreciate my 
Viet Nam buddies who continue to help me through 
life’s struggles along with the VA counseling. 

By Henry Shull

The Mission of  the Shrine
• To provide a forever memorial for all military    	    
Veterans of  the United States.
• To preserve artifacts of  their service; to give 	     
future generations a better understanding and 	     
appreciation of  the historical past of  the
    United States.
•• To educate today’s youth on the history of  war	     
and conflicts that the United States has been 	     
involved in defending the freedoms we enjoy 	     
every day.

•

•
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Flamethrowers Used In Modern War
By Thomas Schmitt - Board Member

      Flamethrowers were used in WW1, WW2, Korea, 
and Vietnam by both sides. They were mounted on 
tanks (these were named Zippos), and boats. This type 
of  flamethrowers was not very effective at times, due 
to their short range and the inability to get the vehi-
cles into a beneficial position. The most common type 
was the M2 backpack mounted flame thrower, these 
saw heavy use on the Pacific Islands during WW2 
used by the Army and the Marine Corps. Each back-
pack weighs 68 pounds when full of  napalm and
compressed nitrogen gas that was used as propellant. 
The weapons contained 5 to 8 charges each lasting 8 
to 12 seconds. It had a range of  about 40 yards when 
full, less as it emptied. Usually, the operator had to 
stand up to fire the weapon, this made the operator 
very vulnerable to enemy snipers. Due to this vulner
ability the preferred method of  deployment was to 
have the flamethrower surrounded by two BAR 

rifleman and two 
with Thompsons. 
This did not happen 
very often and the 
flamethrower just 
went forward on 
their own. The life 
expectancy of  an 
operator was about 
5 minutes. 91% did 
not survive the com-
bat on the Pacific 
Islands. The main 
goal of  the flame-
throwers was to get 
the enemy out of  
caves and pillboxes.

Women’s Memorial Challenge 
Coins Now Available
      The official coin honoring the Women’s Memorial 
coming to the Shrine next fall are now available for 
purchase in the gift shop in the War History Museum. 
The cost is $15 for this beautiful challenge coin. This 
is one of  six specialty challenge coins on sale at the 
Veterans Shrine and Museum.

Did You Know...
The U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Com-
mand (INSCOM) is a direct reporting unit that 
conducts intelligence, security, and information 
operations for Army commanders and other 
U.S. intelligence agencies. It was created in the 
late1970s by merging and reorganizing several 
specialized Army intelligence and security orga-
nizations to consolidate their capabilities into a 
single command. INSCOM contributes units to 
the National Security Agency (NSA), the Unit-
ed States unified signals intelligence (SIGINT) 
organization. Within the NSA, INSCOM and its 
counterparts in the other services comprise the 
Central Security Service.
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