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Veterans National Memorial Shrine and
Museum Announce Fund Raising Drive for
New Women’s Military Memorial

      Fund raising has begun for the Women’s Military 
Memorial, which was recently announced by the 
Board of  Directors. Greg Bedford, Commander
says “It’s been way overdue to build a monument
dedicated to the faithful service of  thousands of
women veterans who served their country.” Bedford 
added “this also includes more women who went to 
work in factories during the world wars supporting 
our soldiers overseas.”
      The three-piece monument will be constructed 
out of  Indiana limestone and India red granite and 
display the names of  women who made significant 
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contributions to their country while serving. The pad 
in front of  the monument will be stamped concrete, 
with a flagstone design and a women’s military
emblem displayed in the center of  the pad. The time-
line for completion is the fall of  2026. If  you would 
like to donate to this tribute to women whose mission 
it was to serve, send your donation to Veterans
National Memorial P.O. Box  26 Arcola, In 46704. 
All donations are tax deductible according to IRS 
regulations. The Veterans Memorial is a 501 (C)(3) 
charitable not-for-profit organization.
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      On Saturday, February 8th, a ceremony was held 
at the Event Center in conjunction with Black History 
Month, to pay tribute to African American soldiers 
who served their country. A large display inside the 
War History Museum traced the history of  African 
Americans who served during many wars throughout 
history.
      The event was conducted by Allen County
Council of  Veterans Chaplin Alena Gillum, a LCpl 
in U.S. Marine Corps. Mr. Thomas Brownlee, Sgt. 
U.S. Army, spoke about his experiences in Vietnam. 
He was followed by Denny Doyle, Board Member of  
the African/African American Historical Museum of  
Fort Wayne. Chief  Condra Ridley, VP of  the Board 
of  African/African American Historical Museum, 
also addressed the crowd gathered for this event. U.S. 
Army Command Sgt. Major Bennie Edwards spoke 
about his vast experience in the army as a drill
sergeant and his service as a Fort Wayne Police Officer 
after his military service.
      Mr. Kiandre McCullough of  Voice of  Unity 
Youth Choir sang the National Anthem. Chaplin 
Gillum closed the program with the benediction. After 
the program, attendees stayed around and met with 
each other and shared stories and experiences. We 
want to thank all those that attended the ceremony, 
even though the weather conditions were suspect that 
afternoon. Many thanks to Alena Gillum and Jim 
Turcovsky for organizing this event.

Local Veterans Honor African American Veterans

U.S. Army
Command Sgt. 

Major Bennie 
Edwards

Denny Doyle
and
Condra Ridley

Sgt. U.S. Army
Mr. Thomas

Brownlee

Memorials
Donations received in memory of:

Pauline Bunyan
Martin Husar
John R. Judd

Bud Mendenhall
Albert Plaehn Jr.

95th Birthday - Ken Kurtz
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Veterans Memorial loses another Ambassador

      Martin was born June 15, 1933 in Kewanee, 
Illinois to Catherine Ryan and John Husar. He grad-
uated from ROWVA High School in 1951 and joined 
the US Air Force in 1952. USAF trained him as an air 
traffic controller and then sent him to Pohang, South 
Korea during the war. He helped keep the USAF in 
operations to intercept MIG fighters. After his duty 
in Korea was completed, he was stationed at Offutt 
AFB near Omaha, Nebraska and finished his military 
career in 1956. Martin met Mary Lenihan and they 
were married in 1956.

By Robert Thomas, Curator & Board Member

      Volunteer Martin 
Thomas Husar passed 
away on January 25, 
2025 in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. He was a
volunteer that helped 
greet guest and tell stories 
about his time in the 
Korean War. He is the 
second Korean Veteran 
that we have lost in the 
last 6 months. Bud

Mendenhall, a longtime Board Member and Korean 
Veteran, passed last October.

      After leaving the military, Martin worked as a
civilian air traffic controller, first in Garden City,
Kansas and then Springfield, Illinois, and finally
moving to Fort Wayne, Indiana to work at Baer Field 
Airport in 1963. He would retire from Baer Field
Airport in 1994 after a very successful career.
      Martin learned to fly single engine planes in 1957 
and he logged over 150 flights until 1970. During this 
time, he joined the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and took up 
amateur radio, both as a hobby and also for the CAP. 
He enjoyed contacting people around the world. He 
took an active role in his community. His wife passed 
in 1989 and after retiring, Martin took adventures 
around the world.

      In 2015, Martin need-
ed  assistance, and re-
turned to home where he 
would enjoy outings and 
volunteer at the Veterans 
War History Museum with 
his daughter, Cathy Bell. 
He enjoyed coming to the 
museum and we enjoyed 
listening to his stories and 
getting to know this great 
man. He will be missed 
but always remembered. 
God Bless.
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C-rations were the infamous canned meals that 
fueled many American troops during the
Vietnam War. The proper name for the meals 
is ‘Meal, Combat, Individual (MCI),’ but C-rat’ 
is how most guys referred to them. The old-up-
on-arrival meals were taken on patrol, up rivers, 
and to remote combat outposts in the middle of  
nowhere, Vietnam. The C-Rats menu included 
twelve meals, but unlike a restaurant, service 
members did not have a choice about what they 
ate.

The U.S. Navy has used more missiles for air 
defense since combat operations in the Red Sea 
began in October 2023 than the service used in 
the thirty years since Operation Desert Storm in 
the 1990s. Over that 15-month-period, which ran 
from Oct. 19, 2023, to Jan. 19, 2025, the Navy 
saw the most combat at sea since World War II.

March 13, 1942, marks the official birthday of  
the U.S Army K9 Corps. On this day, the U.S. 
Military began actively recruiting and training 
canine forces. To honor the service and sacrifice 
of  U.S. Military Working Dogs, the day is now 
recognized as National K9 Veterans Day.

In 1943, the U. S. Navy allegedly experimented 
with making a destroyer escort invisible. Rumors 
said that U.S.S. Eldridge was made to vanish 
twice. It is called the Philadelphia Experiment, 
and like many historical legends, it never hap-
pened. Yet the narrative persisted. It was even 
retold in the 1984 film, “The Philadelphia
Experiment,” which tells the story of  two sailors 
who are transported in time from 1943 to 1984 
The story was even investigated by the Navy’s 
Office of  Naval Research, which disputed that 
such a thing ever happened.

Did You Know...Calendar of  Events 
April
April 5    Gold Star Spouses Day
April 14  Air Force Reserve Birthday
April 23  U.S. Army Reserve Birthday

May
May 1     Silver Star Banner Day
May 9      Military Spouse Appreciation Day
May 13   Children of  Fallen Patriots Day
May 17   Armed Forces Day Observed
May 23-24   Watch Fire - Memorial Shrine
May 26  Memorial Day

June
June 6    Anniversary of  World War II Allied     	
	    Normandy Invasion
June 7      Le Tour de Fort 2025 Supporting        	
	    Veterans
June 14   Flag Day
               U.S. Army Birthday
June 23  Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday

P.O. Box 26 • Arcola, IN 46704
honoringforever.org
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      As Spring approaches at the Veterans Memorial, 
our team and volunteers will be busy cleaning up the 
grounds after a long winter. Besides introducing three 
new monuments this year we will also be installing a 
POW/MIA black granite bench provided by Rolling 
Thunder Chapter 1 out of  Indianapolis. Plans are to 
dedicate the bench on May 26th at the O’Day Road 
location near the Vietnam Memorial Wall.
      If  you’re booking an event at either the Sterling 
Chapel or the Event Center, you’ll notice an all new 
sound system that has been installed by the team at 
Sweetwater Sound. The new wireless microphones 

From the Commander

    Mark your calendars for July 9th as the Veterans 
Memorial Shrine and Museum will host our 7th an-
nual Golf  Tournament. Last year was our largest golf  
outing, with 36 foursomes entered to play. Due to a 
rainout in July, the outing was rescheduled for Au-
gust and it turned out to be a wonderful day of  golf, 
friendship, and fun. We look forward to another great 
tournament, so get your teams together and make 
your reservations early. Golf, Cart, refreshments and 
lunch is $85 per golfer, $340 per foursome. Sign spon-
sorships are available for $150 per hole. Reserve your 
foursome by calling 260-267-5022 or by sending this 
completed form to our P.O. Box 26 Arcola, IN 46704 

7th Annual Memorial Golf  Tournament 
Scheduled for Wednesday July 9th
   

1.

2.

3.

4.

Name                                                        Email AddressI Am
A Vet

Annual handshake line Thanking all Veterans for
their service to our country. 

7th Annual Memorial Golf Tournament

and speaker systems are capable of  reaching all guests 
attending events in either facility. We are very excited 
to have these upgrades in both facilities.
      We are also upgrading all our security systems at 
the Veterans Memorial Shrine and Museum. I would 
also like to thank all our many volunteers who devote 
their time at the museum and help out on the me-
morial grounds. We could not do all that needs to be 
done without your involvement.
      Please stop out and visit us soon. The Museum is 
open Monday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday 11 am 
to 4 pm. The memorial grounds are open 24/7.
Commander Greg Bedford

Shotgun Start
9am
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The Little Plane that could not… Land 
    The McDonnell XF-85 “Goblin” was a unique 
experimental jet fighter designed during the Cold 
War era. Intended to be carried and launched by 
B-36 bombers, it lacked landing gear and depended 
on mid-air aerial docking. The Goblin measured just 
fifteen feet in length, and with the wings folded up for 
transport was only five feet wide, making it the small-
est jet fighter ever built.
      The Goblin was known as a “parasite” aircraft 
and was designed to be carried by a larger bomber 
and then launched in the sky to protect against enemy 
fighters, a need demonstrated during World War II. It 
had no landing gear as, in theory, the Goblin would
return to its parent bomber and reattach in midair.
      In 1945, the Army Air Corps was developing the 
B-36 as a strategic bomber that could reach even the 
most distant targets. In contrast to the Goblin, the 
B-36 was one of  the largest aircraft ever built and 
was supposed to be a “mother ship” for the XF-85. 
Despite innovative concepts, the Goblin failed due to 
poor handling and docking difficulties, marking the 
end of  an intriguing chapter in aviation history.

By Greg Banicki MS, LMFT / Board member

      In October 1949, the Goblin program was can-
celled, with the prototype aircraft being consigned to 
museums as the kind of  oddity that makes you scratch 
you head and ask, “what were they thinking? The two 
prototypes are located at The National Museum of  
the United States Air Force in Dayton, Ohio and at 
the SAC Aerospace Museum in Ashland, Nebraska.

National Commander of  the American Legion Coming to
The Veterans National Memorial Shrine and Museum

      The National Commander of  the American 
Legion, James A. LaCoursiere, Jr. will be visiting the 
Veterans Memorial on Friday April 18th at 9:30 am. 
An Air Force Veteran, LaCoursiere is a member of  
American Legion Post 91 in Moosup, Ct. He has held 
many leadership positions at the American Legion 
state department and national levels. He has also 
served as National Vice Commander, Connecticut 
State Commander, and Chairman of  the National 
Legislative Commission. Please join us in welcoming 
Commander LaCoursiere to Fort Wayne.

P.O. Box 26 • Arcola, IN 46704
honoringforever.org
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Vietnam’s Only National Guard Infantry Unit     
      The Department of  Defense reorganized the
National Guard in 1967, and the Military Depart-
ment of  Indiana managed to keep two Long Range 
Patrol (LRP) Companies which were combined into 
one company designated D Company, 151st Infantry.
      In 1968, D Company was activated along with 
20,000 National Guardsmen and Reservists. D
Company was sent to Panama for Jungle Training 
and then to Fort Benning, Georgia for preparation 
to Vietnam. On Dec1968, the unit arrived at Camp 
Atterbury (East), located next to Camp Frenzell-Jones, 
in Long Binh.
      Their first patrol was mid-January, 1969 with the 
veteran unit Company F (LRP) 51st Infantry (Air-
borne) to gain experience and knowledge. The com-
pany’s first Purple Heart would be earned by M-60 
Gunner Gerry Brantley. D/151 would be deemed
operational January 23,1969. On February 1, 1969, 
the unit was changed from LRP to Ranger and 
D/151 would become the only reserve component 
Ranger unit in any war to fight in combat.
      The “Indiana Rangers” began patrolling AO
Indiana in southern War Zone D around Long 
Khanh and Bien Hoa Provinces on February 8, 1969. 
They patrolled the “Heart-shaped Woods” and “Iron 
Triangle” areas fighting NVA/VC units of  the Dong 
Ngai bunker complexes. In March of  1969, they 
affixed the Combat Infantry Company Streamer atop 
their unit guidon, the first NG unit since Korean War 
to earn it.

By Robert Thomas, Curator & Board Member

One of the most decorated units in Vietnam! Company D, 
151st Infantry (The Indiana Rangers)

      The unit provided early warning of  enemy units 
in the area and approaching the capital, Saigon. The 
unit would complete 974 patrols which killed over 250 
enemies at a loss of  only 4 of  their own in direct com-
bat. Indiana Rangers would direct helicopters, tactical 
aircraft and artillery which killed many more enemies. 
A helicopter mechanical failure would kill two addi-
tional Company D men.

      On November 20, 1969, Company D (Ranger) 
151st Infantry (ABN) commenced stand down pro-
cedures and returned to Indiana. Indiana Rangers 
were decorated 537 times, earning 18 Silver Stars, 1 
Soldiers Medal, 122 Bronze Stars (87 with “V” valor 
device), 101 Purple Hearts, 111 Air Medals, and 184 
Army Commendation Medals (30 with “V” devices). 
This shadow box stands as a tribute to their duty.
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Veterans Memorial Pays Tribute to
Women in the Military
      Saturday March 8th was a very special day at the 
Veterans National Memorial Shrine and Museum in 
the Event Center. A program was held to honor of  
Women’s Month with featured veterans who served in 
the military and talked about their experiences while 
in uniform.
      The program was hosted by 1st Vice Commander 
Eric Johnson and featured presentation of  the colors 
by the Honor Guard from American Legion Post 47 
in Fort Wayne. Angi Newkirk, Chair of  the Veterans 
Committee UAW 2209, led all in attendance in the 
singing of  the National Anthem. Afterward, Chaplain 
John Ray blessed the gathering with the opening day 
prayer.
      Command Sergeant Major Sheryl Edwards 
retired U.S. Army, was the first guest speaker. Sheryl 
retired from the U.S. Army Reserve after 20 years of  
military service. She served in the Gulf  War during 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm and was stationed in 
Saudi Arabia. Her last appointed position was Com-
mander Sergeant Major of  337th Combat Support 
Hospital at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. She has 
been very active in the Fort Wayne Community in 
leadership positions after retiring from Indiana Mich-
igan Power after 37 years of  service. Her husband 
Bennie was a military veteran who retired and also 
served on the Fort Wayne Police department.
      The second speaker was Major Arnym Pedraza 
U.S. Army retired. Commissioned in 1997, her con-
tinued service placed her in various roles and critical 
positions in Korea, Iraq, Afghanistan and the United 
Sates. Her heroic service included numerous deploy-
ments, particularly during Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(2003) where she sustained injuries from an IED while 
serving as a Company Commander. Despite these 
challenges, her dedication to her mission and her fel-
low service members remained steadfast. Arnym
is retired and is currently Commander of  the Allen 

Major U.S. Army 
Arnym Pedraza

Command Sgt.
Major U.S. Army
Sheryl Edwards

County Council of  Veterans and Commander of  
VFW Post 857 Jim Eby in Fort Wayne. Her leadership 
skills and ability to stay mission focused during her 
service to her country, continues today in all that she 
does for her community.
      Several women veterans stood up and talked 
about where they served and what they did while 
serving, which was so fitting, as we saluted all women 
veterans during the ceremony. Thanks to all those 
veterans and families that attended.
      The playing of  taps concluded the program.

P.O. Box 26 • Arcola, IN 46704
honoringforever.org
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The Mission of  the Shrine
•• To provide a forever memorial for all military    	

    Veterans of  the United States.
• To preserve artifacts of  their service; to give 	
    future generations a better understanding and 	
    appreciation of  the historical past of  the
    United States.

• To educate today’s youth on the history of  war	
    and conflicts that the United States has been 	
    involved in defending the freedoms we enjoy 	
    every day.

•

•

WWII Ghost Army Traveling Exhibit 
      Bill Blass Legacy, Inc. is partnering with the Fort 
Wayne Museum of  Art (FWMoA) to bring an out-
standing exhibit to town August 2 - October 26, 2025.  
This 4,000-square foot exhibit was created by the 
WWII Museum in New Orleans. It has been travel-
ing across the country and will be in Fort Wayne this 
fall!  Note that veterans and their families have free 
admission to FWMoA and everyone has free admis-
sion on Thursday evenings. So, the exhibit will be 
accessible to all and all are welcome.
      The Veterans National Memorial Shrine and 
Museum has been the home of  a smaller Ghost Army 
Exhibit which was donated by Bill Blass Legacy, Inc. 
in 2022.  We continue our partnership with Bill Blass 
Legacy, Inc. in 2025 by hosting a talk and book sign-
ing by Ghost Army expert, Rick Beyer.  This event is 
on Thursday, October 2 at 1:00 p.m. at the VNMSM.

Medal for their military service during WWII. The 
medal is on exhibit locally at South Side High School 
and also the Veterans National Memorial Shrine and 
Museum.  
      If  you have questions about Bill Blass Legacy, Inc. 
or the traveling Ghost Army exhibit, please contact 
Kathy Carrier, kcarrier@briljent.com.

       The story of  The Ghost Army is captivating and 
features our hometown hero and South Side High 
School graduate Bill Blass. Blass had a 50-year fashion
career and was internationally recognized as one of  
the world’s top designers.  Last year The Ghost Army, 
including Bill Blass, received a Congressional Gold

Coming this Fall!
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The Sisterhood of  War 
From the Revolution to Rosie and beyond.
By Bruce Lehman  U.S. Army, 1968 - 1971

Friday June 6th 12 pm-7pm
Headquarters for Packet Pickup and the
Official Starting Point will be at Rudy’s Shop
located at  409 Brackenridge St, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46802  Just present your digital
or paper Everbrite ticket to redeem your
Le Tour de Fort shirt and bicycle bib number.

Saturday June 7th
12-7 pm

Supporting Veterans, 
strengthening our
community and bringing 
people together for
an awesome time
Let’s Ride!

Registration for the event online only
through May 24th.

eventbrite.com/e/le-tour-de-fort-2025-tickets

     It was the 12th of  June, 1948. President Truman 
was about to set into law the right of  women to enlist 
in the military. Finally accepted into the service of  
their country, the sisterhood of  war had already 
witnessed the tragedy, destruction, and heart break of  
every war in our country’s history.
      While many women had served as civilians to 
assist in a myriad of  tasks, they could not enlist. That 
was all changed with President Truman’s signature.
      Now, every March we celebrate “Women in the 
Military” as a remembrance and tribute. Throughout 
war time, women have been there for their country.
      During the American Revolution, it was not un-
common for wives, mothers, and daughters to follow 
their male loved ones into battle. In fact, this carried 
over into the Civil War. 

Some women were able to join in the battle. During 
the Revolution, Margaret Corbin disguised herself  
as a man and traveled with her husband to the front 
lines, where she helped him load his cannon.
      The Civil War saw more than 3,000 women serv-
ing as nurses, leading to the establishment of  the Red 
Cross. By World War II, more than 350,000 women 
were joined in the fight. 
      Though members of  the Army Nurse Corps 
were in Vietnam as early as 1956 to train Vietnamese 
women in nursing skills, larger numbers of  American 
women didn’t begin to serve in Vietnam until 1963. 
       At war’s end in 1975, more than 350,000 women 
were serving in military capacities including 11,000 
volunteer nurses during the Vietnam War.
      Overall, it is believed some 3,000,000 women 
have served in some capacity as civilians or, today, as 
combat troops. The impact of  women serving our 
country is honorable and worthy of  commendation 
and recognition.

Volunteers always needed to
help at the Veterans Memorial
      Spring has finally arrived and the staff at the
Veterans Shrine and Museum are eager to get the 
museum and memorial grounds ready for our summer 
season. Robert Thomas, Curator at the museum,
always needs volunteers to help inside and Bonnie
Davis is always looking for people to work outside 
tending to the flowerbeds and landscaping. If  you 
have a desire to volunteer, if  only for a couple of  
hours, we welcome all volunteers. Whether it’s a 
certain day or a specific time once in awhile, we would 
like to start compiling a list of  volunteers and when 
you would be available.
      Bonnie is our volunteer coordinator. She can give 
you a better idea of  what our needs are and how you 
might be able help! If  you have a group that would 
like to help out you can schedule that time with
Bonnie. We are very flexible, and willing to train
anyone who volunteers. Bonnie can be reached by 
phone at 260-267-5022.

P.O. Box 26 • Arcola, IN 46704
honoringforever.org
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      If  you served in Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm or Operation Iraqi Freedom/
Operation Enduring Freedom show your 
colors in our new T-Shirts from those
operations. All sizes available in short 
sleeves shirts!

      A challenge coin is available for $15 
each.

Two new Projects at the Veterans National 
Memorial Shrine and Museum
      The first project is the Woman’s Military Memori-
al, a monument that not only will be to honor women 
who served in the military but all the women who 
supported the military working in factories, transport-
ing aircraft, and hundreds of  other ways that provided 
assistance to the troops serving overseas.
      This is a large monument, and donations are 
being accepted for the completion of  this memorial in 
the fall of  2026. Donations are now being accepted at 
the Veterans Memorial.
      The very first donations to this monument came 
from our Ohio veteran neighbors at VFW Post 3740 
Ottoville, Ohio, American Legion Post 715 Fort
Jennings, Ohio and American Legion Post 715 Auxil-
iary Fort Jennings, Ohio. Thank you to those veterans’ 
organizations for their generous donations. This mon-
ument will honor women who served from the Revo-
lutionary War to the present day. We are honored to 
pay tribute to their “mission to serve.”

      The second project will be a “NEVER FORGET 
GARDEN”. These gardens are being installed across 
the country to honor the unknown Veterans from all 
wars. Also being honored are the soldiers of  the Old 
Guard, who stand watch at the tomb of  the unknown 
soldier. This will consist of  a headstone type marker, 
surrounded by a beautiful garden of  bushes and flow-
ers. These monuments can be put up in any respectful 
place, the headstones are available. The Veterans
Memorial Shrine and Museum plan to install the 
garden close to the Columbarium near the Sterling 
Chapel. Look for it coming this spring. It must be 
properly maintained, so we will be asking for help 
maintaining this special garden. This project is being 
donated by Bruce Kolb, Fishers Indiana.  Bruce has 
also donated the time capsule located in the Civil War 
Area.                      

$20Each

New in the Gift Shop

T- Shirts just
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Kroger Cares & You Can Too!

      Do you want to help the Veterans National
Memorial Shrine and Museum without doing any- 
thing besides your normal grocery shopping? You are 
able to do this by using Kroger Community Rewards! 
It doesn’t cost you a thing, and Kroger will donate a 
percentage from your grocery bill to us.
      To Use the Kroger Community Rewards Pro-
gram: Visit http://www.kroger.com. Once 
logged into their Kroger account, search for “War 
Veterans Memorial Shrine of  American History Inc” 
either by name or MK539 and then click Enroll. New
users will need to create an account which requires 
some basic information, a valid email address and a 
rewards card.
•  Customers must have a registered Kroger rewards 
card account to link to your organization.
•  If  a member does not yet have a Kroger rewards 
card, please let them know they are available at the 
customer service desk at any Kroger. REMEMBER, 
purchases will not count for your organization until 
after your participants register their rewards card.
Participants must swipe their registered Kroger
rewards card or use the phone number that is related 
to their registered Kroger rewards card when shop-
ping for each purchase to count.

    The Thrivent Choice deadline is rapidly
approaching for members to give to the organization 
of  their choice! Thrivent Members, don’t forget you 
can direct your Thrivent choice dollars to us at
our official incorporated name of  War Veterans
Memorial Shrine of  American History Inc.  Get your 
designation submitted by March 31, 2025. 
https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/
thrivent-choice
#thriventchoicedollars    #thankyou

Thrivent Choice Deadline

Museum Open
Monday, Thursday,

Saturday and Sunday
11am to 4pm

Memorial Grounds
Open 24/7

P.O. Box 26 • Arcola, IN 46704
honoringforever.org


