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June 22 – September 30 by Linda Wyss, Bill Blass Celebration Team

ACPL will also offer kid’s activities and digitize 
hundreds of images related to Blass’ incredible 
story. Teachers and students at South Side High 
School, his alma mater, are involved. Students will 
learn about Blass’ perseverance and share their own 
stories, thanks to donated cameras and video equip-
ment. ARCH is supporting the historical dedication 
of his childhood home. Local artist, Greg Mendez, is 
creating original metal sculptures reminiscent of Bill 
Blass fashions. 

     The Fort Wayne Museum 
of Art is offering a beautifully 
curated exhibit highlighting 
Blass’ fashion career, as well 
as ‘Best in Blass’ children’s ac-
tivities in their Learning Cen-
ter. The Fort Wayne History 
Center is hosting an exhibit 
focused on his early life and 
Ghost Army experience. And 
lectures, documentary screen-
ings, and book signings by 

    As referenced in our last newsletter, The Veterans 
National Memorial Shrine and Museum will host a 
WWII Ghost Army exhibit as part of a massive
celebration to honor the life and genius of the late 
Bill Blass, Fort Wayne’s Fashion Designer. 

    The 100-day extravaganza kicks off on June 22, 
on what would be Blass’ 100th birthday, and offers a 
comprehensive view of the designer’s fashion career, 
military service, and early life in Fort Wayne.
Organized by The Bill Blass Celebration Team, the 
tribute covers a lot of ground, including 3 museums, 
14 library branches, Blass’ former high school, the 
lake community where his grandfather owned a 
cottage, historical items from the New York-based 
Bill Blass Ltd. archives and fashions from the Sage 
Collection at Indiana University.  

Rick Beyer, bestselling Ghost 
Army author and filmmaker. 
The Allen County Public 
Library will host a lecture by 
Kate Rowold, IU Professor 
Emeritus, Eskanazi School of 
Art, Architecture, and Design, 
and co-author of Bill Blass: 
An American Designer. 

Story Continued
on next page
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From The Top by Greg Bedford 
Commander

     It seems like we have a lot of exciting events and
projects going on at the Shrine. The 34th Annual 
Watch Fire will take place at 6pm Friday May 27th  
thru Saturday May 28th 6pm. You’re invited out to 
our ceremonial fire pit to place a log on the Watch 
Fire in memory of a loved one who served. 
     Hopefully, our granite benches will be placed in 
front of the Vietnam Wall by Memorial Weekend. 
We thank all the sponsors of  those memorial
benches. Work will start soon on the new museum 
building going up by the end of June. 
     Interest in new memorials continues to be very 
positive as we meet with families wanting to sponsor 
an individual monument on the memorial grounds. 
Come out and pay tribute to all veterans during the 
Memorial Day weekend.

    In honor of the Bill Blass Celebration and the 
Ghost Army Unit he was part of, the Veterans
National Memorial Shrine and Museum is offering 
a Ghost Army Challenge Coin. This full Color 
2” diameter collectors coin has the Ghost Army on 
one side and the Veterans Memorial Shrine logo on 
the other and comes in a protective plastic sleeve. 
Available at the Museum or the History Center for 
just $15.00

Ghost Army Commemorative Coin

15 each$

Bill Blass, Ghost Army - World War II
603rd Camouflage Battalion 1943

    Planning is still underway, with more fun in the 
works! Follow the Celebration and stay looped into 
the activities by ‘Liking’ and ‘Sharing’ the Facebook 
Page - Bill Blass Blast: 100 Days of Bill Blass.

    The WWII Ghost Army exhibit at the Veterans 
National Memorial Shrine and Museum will be 
open to the public Monday, Thursday, Saturday, and 
Sunday 11:00am-4:00pm. A Ghost Army collectible 
coin, created by the Veterans Museum, will be
available for sale at the Museum and at the Fort 
Wayne History Center.

Ghost Army Exhibit coming to the Shrine

Museum Open
Monday, Thursday,

Saturday and Sunday
11am to 4pm

Memorial Grounds
Open 24/7
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• To provide a forever memorial for all military         
    Veterans of the United States.
• To preserve artifacts of their service; to give           
   future generations a better understanding and       
    appreciation of the historical past of the
   United States.
• To educate today’s youth on the history of war     
    and conflicts that the United States has been      
    involved in defending the freedoms we enjoy   
     every-day.

The Mission of the Shrine
•

•

•

Meet “Bud” Mendenhall
by Bruce Lehman

    Bud Mendenhall says his
mother always called him
“Bud” and it stuck. “She
didn’t like my given name
of Walter, so Bud is was,”
the 87-year old Korean
veteran said.
    Born in Chicago,
Mendenhall has lived in 
Fort Wayne for most of his
adult life. He and his wife,
Jean, have three children and he remains active with 
Korean War Veterans, Chapter One.
    Mendenhall attended Elmhurst High School but 
felt there was more to do than school, so he and a 
few friends dropped out to join the service, “To see 
the world.” Bud’s parents respected his decision. 
When he went down to Indianapolis for induction, 
Mendenhall was assigned to the Navy.
    After Basic Training at Great Lakes Naval Train-
ing Center, the then 18-year old was assigned to gun-
ner mate training and eventually ended up on the 
USS Carmick, DMS 33, a minesweeper that would 
patrol the waters around Wonsan, a port city located 
in North Korea. 

“Danger was a part of the daily life on board,”
Mendenhall said. According to Mendenhall, the
Carmick was a fast ship, with top speed of around
35 knots or 41 mph, but it was still susceptible to 
machine gun and canon fire from the coast...and 
ever present mines. 

    Some of his onboard experience includes wait-
ing on high tide to float the Camrick out of a mine 
field, following a Russian submarine to its base, and 
being awarded the highly prized “Train Busters” 
Card. “You had to blow up the engine, not just hit 
the train, to earn the card,” Mendenhall said. He 
still gets a thrill out of telling the story, as every crew 
member received the card.
    Greg Bedford, Commander of the Veterans
National Memorial Shrine and Museum, said, “I 
met Bud three years ago as a member of our Board 
of Directors, and he’s a delight to be around. He
has a lot of contacts in the city and with City and 
County personnel. He has ties both to local and state 
legislators and has been invaluable to the Shrine and 
even knew our founders, Eric and Cleo Scott.”
    “A Korean veteran himself, Bud has a passion for 
helping all veterans and is an important member on 
our board. I know that if we need something done, 
it’s time to call Bud!”  Mendenhall was a successful 
business man for many years, including owning
several bars. One named “The Press Box” sat
directly across from the Fort Wayne Newspaper 
office on Main. It catered to journalists and
newspaper personnel and had to be razed when
Ms. Helene Foellinger, publisher of the Fort Wayne 
News Sentinel, needed to create additional parking.
    These days he devotes a lot of his time as a board 
member for Veterans National Memorial Shrine & 
Museum. “We’re doing our best to take care of this 
place. I’m just one of many people helping and it’s
a great team effort,” Mendenhall said.
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Did you know...
• The Navy's bell-bottom trousers are commonly 
believed to be introduced in 1817 to permit men to 
roll them above the knee when washing down the 
decks and to make it easier to remove them in a 
hurry when forced to abandon ship or when washed 
overboard. In addition, the trousers may be used as 
a life preserver by knotting the legs and swinging 
them over your head to fill the legs with air.

• The nickname "Leatherneck" originates from the 
stiff leather stock that early Marines wore around 
their necks, probably to protect their jugular vein 
against saber blows.

• The original “Blackhawk“ helicopters first flew in 
Vietnam in support of elite SEAL forces and water-
borne patrols in the Mekong Delta. At that time, 
the name was derived from the all black color of the 
Navy UH-1 Huey gunships themselves.

•

•

•

• Nearly 350,000 women served in uniform during 
WWII. They peformed their duties as members of 
the Womens Army Corps (WAC), the Women Air-
force Service Pilots (WASP), the Women Accepted 
for Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES), the
Marine Corps Women’s Reserves, and the Coast 
Guard Women’s Reserve (SPAR).

• Research reveals that the United States has been 
at war for about 225 of the 243 years since its incep-
tion in 1776. In other words, the nation has been at 
war for 93% of its existence.

•

•
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    Bonnie Davis is now our volunteer coordinator
at the Veterans National Memorial Shrine and 
Museum. If you have some spare time or just want 
to help at the museum, talk with Bonnie. She will 
coordinate times, training and let you know what’s 
available to help us get through our busy season. 
Whether it’s working outside or inside, Bonnie
welcomes your time and effort. She can be reached 
by calling 260-267-5022.

Welcome Bonnie Davis

Upcoming Events
May 13        Children of Fallen Patriots Day
May 21        Armed Forces Day
May 27-28  Watch Fire 6 pm - 6 pm
                      Memorial Shrine
May 30       Memorial Day Parade  11 am
                     Parnell Avenue  Fort Wayne, In
June 6         Anniversary of the WWII Allied
          invasion of Normandy, France
                     known as D-Day (1944)
June 12       Flag Retirement Ceremony
June 14       Flag Day Army Birthday
June 23      Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday
June 25       Warrior Appreciation Day
                     10 am to 2 pm Churubusco, IN
June 27       National PTSD Awareness Day
July 4          Independence Day
July 4          Dedication of the New Museum
July 9          Finale of 98.9 The Bear Fundraiser for                      
          “Our Turn to Serve”
July 11         Civil War Roundtable of NE Indiana
                      6:30 pm Gatling Gun Demonstration
July 27        Korean War Anniversary
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Camouflage in Warfare
by Robert Thomas

    When World War I started, it was movement ac-
tion that soon stagnated into trench warfare. There 
was a need to hide movement, defensive positions 
and artillery placements from enemy ground forces 
and later from aerial observation. A lack of useful
vegetation in and around no man’s land (between 
the trenches) led to the creation of artificial camou-
flage. During the two World Wars, the camouflage 
netting was used to hide military equipment, defen-
sive positions, war factories and identification land 
marks on the ground and in the air. In Vietnam,
netting was used to hide fire base locations and
artillery from enemy forces. The Cold War saw 
the deployment of nets to hide forces in Europe to 
protect from possible invasion by Soviet forces. In 
Desert Shield/Storm, netting helped hide military 
forces in the great desert expanse.

 

M1 Helmet Cover, 
WW II-Vietnam

Desert Camouflage 
Uniform (DCU)

UCP (Digital Camo)

Camouflage Netting, World War I to Present

    The wars at the end of the 19th Century influenced 
a look at changing the uniforms of soldiers in armies. 
Starting World War I, many countries issued darker 
colored clothing to help soldiers blend into the battle-
field and a few actually mixed colors to make it even 
harder to see them. The blue colored uniform used by 
French Soldiers cost many of their lives. In World War 
II and Korean War, some uniforms had used multiple

colors to aid in pro-
tecting soldiers. A 
tiger stripe uniform 
would be used by elite 
forces in the Vietnam 
War. Woodland cam-
ouflage pattern known 
as BDU’s would be 
used by US forces in 
the 1980’s with the 
European Cold War 
threat. Later, a six col-
or desert camouflage

(DCU) would be used in Desert Shield/Storm. The 
War on Terror saw a new digital camouflage pattern in 
battle and it is called the Universal Camouflage
Pattern (UCP). The camouflage will change to meet 
the newer battlefield needs in the future to protect the 
US soldiers and their equipment.
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Visual Deception Tactics   
by Tom Schmitt

     Staying with this summer’s celebration of the 
deception tactics of the Ghost Army during World 
War II, some deception tactics from earlier times 
included the use of Quaker cannons.
    Armies from the time of the Trojan Horse era to 
today’s electronic technology have tried to deceive 
their enemies into making a maneuver that leads to 
an advantage for them or a disadvantage for their 
enemies. Some tricks were to have a few men keep 
lots of campfires burning while the army slipped 
away. Others had the band play loud music late into 
the night and play morning calls when the army had 
already left. Another popular trick was to march 
the same troops past the view of the opposing army 
again and again to convince them that there were 
more troops than were actually present.  At times old 
uniforms were stuffed with grass and sticks to look 
like more troops. A few men would move these scare-
crows around to make them seem more realistic.
    The most widely used tactic in the 17th and 18th 
centuries was the log cannon, commonly referred to 
as a “Quaker cannon.” A Quaker cannon was just a 
wooden log, some had wagon wheels attached;
others were just stacked on top of other logs. The 
barrel log was carved and painted, from a distance 
these looked like real cannons. These were some-
times mixed in with actual cannons. Some had gun 
crews acting like they were getting the log ready to 
fire. 

This tactic worked so well that at times real cannons 
were made to look like Quaker cannons. When the 
enemy attacked, thinking it was just a log, the real 
cannon opened fire. A real cannon could be placed 
and fire a few rounds then under cover it would be 
replaced with a log. This increased the deception, 
and the real cannon could be moved to another
location. There were times when 40 or 50 cannons 
were lined up where they could just be seen and only 
5 to 10 of them were real.

A few examples of Quaker Cannon use:
     During the American Revolutionary War,
Continental forces under the command of Colonel 
William Washington came upon a force of loyalists  
that had barricaded themselves in a fortified barn. 
Colonel Washington ordered his men to surround 
the barn and to make a pine log that looked like a 
cannon. He pointed the log cannon at the barn and 
announced that he intended to fire on the building, 
all the men inside surrendered without a shot being 
fired.
    These Quaker cannons were used extensively 
during the Civil War by both sides. The Confeder-
ates used them more and more effectively than the 
Union. During the peninsula campaign, 8000
confederates held back a union army of over 100,000 
for weeks using Quaker cannons and other types 
of deception, giving the confederates more time to 
bring in troops. Later both Navies started using the 
cannon deception; large tree stumps were carved 
and painted to look like mortars. These were placed 
on flat boats along with a few Quaker cannons, 
which made the opposing side believe there was a 
large gun boat coming down a river.                                                                              
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Memorial Day and the
Ceremony of the Watchfire
By Greg Banicki, MS, LMFT / Board Member

    Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed 
on the last Monday of May, honoring the men and 
women who died while serving in the U.S. military. 
Memorial Day 2022 will occur on Monday, May 30, 
and will be celebrated at the the Veterans National 
Memorial Shrine and Museum at 2122 O’Day Road, 
in Fort Wayne. As is the tradition, the lighting of the 
“Watchfire” will take place on Friday, May 27th at 6 
pm, and the fire will be tended and kept burning for 
twenty four hours until Saturday, May 28th at 6 pm.
    Originally known as Decoration Day, Memorial 
Day originated in the years following the Civil War 
and became an official federal holiday in 1971. Many 
Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting ceme-
teries or memorials, holding family gatherings, and 
participating in parades. Unofficially, it marks the 
beginning of the summer season.
    Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 
1868, the head of an organization of Union veterans 
— the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — estab-
lished Decoration Day as a time for the nation to 
decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers. 
It is believed May 30 was chosen because flowers 
would be in bloom all over the country. The first 
large observance was held that year at Arlington 
National Cemetery, across the Potomac River from 
Washington, D.C..
    The tradition of the “Watchfire” dates back as 
far as 1735, as General George Washington used 
“Watchfires” to alert his troops of enemy positions. 
These large fires were also used during the Revo-
lutionary War (1775-1783) to alert lost or wounded 
troops after a battle or long march where to find 
medical help and meet up with friendly forces. At 
the end of the Revolutionary War, General Washing-
ton had signal fires lit along the Hudson River to let 
people know the war was over. Today, the “Watch-
fire” also provides the community an opportunity to 
properly retire unserviceable American flags.

    This year will be the 34th “Watchfire” at the
Veteran’s National Memorial Shrine and Museum. 
Logs are put on the fire to honor all veterans who 
served the nation and died doing their duty. These 
veterans all answered the call, and their service to
our country and families are honored by remember-
ing them at this event. The first Northeastern Indiana 
“Watchfire” was held in 1988 and was organized by 
Vietnam veteran Jim Bodkin. According to Bodkin, 

    To ensure the
sacrifices of America’s

“There were about 
130 Veterans and 
family members at 
that first watchfire 
lighting ceremony. 
He said there were 
about six other vet-
erans who had spent 
many hours getting 
the site ready for 
the “Watchfire” and 
many others helped 
with the planning.

fallen heroes are never forgotten, in December 2000, 
the U.S. Congress passed, and the president signed
into law, “The National Moment of Remembrance 
Act.” The National Moment of Remembrance
encourages all Americans to pause wherever they are 
at 3 p.m. local time on Memorial Day for a minute 
of silence to remember and honor those who have 
died in service to the nation.



HONORING FOREVER

To submit stories or feature articles please
email to info@honoringforever.org 

Donations Accepted
The VNMSM operates solely on donations from our
visitors, private individuals and patriotic organiza-
tions. We welcome in-kind donations of services or
materials that enhance our mission. We are a 501(C)
(3) not for profit organization as recognized by the
IRS regulations. All donations are tax deductible.

What is PTSD? by Tim Schild

    Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is
characterized by exposure to a traumatic event 
which involves the threat or perceived threat of loss 
of life or serious injury and the subsequent develop-
ment of symptoms that fall into four clusters:
1. Intrusive thoughts or feelings of reliving the event 
2. Avoidance of triggers related to the event
3. Negative alterations in thoughts and mood
4. Arousal to stimuli related to the event.  

    However, the best definition I’ve heard is “A 
normal reaction to abnormal events.” Regardless of 
how you choose to define PTSD there are multiple 
treatment options available and it’s not uncommon. 
About 1 in 5 people who experience a trauma will 
develop PTSD, and the rates are higher among spe-
cific populations. Combat Veterans for example, will 
develop PTSD at a rate of 1 in 3.  

    It’s important to remember that PTSD is not 
a Combat only related issue, anyone can develop 
PTSD from a traumatic event. We also don’t know 
why some people develop PTSD and others do not. 
I’m absolutely positive that it’s not a weakness. It’s a 
disease no different from any other medical illness 
like diabetes, heart disease or catching a virus, and 
recovery is possible! 

    Tim Schild is a Peer Support Specialist at
VA Northern Indiana HCS. Contact
260-426-5431 ext. 72123 

If you have a heart for Veterans,
We need you!
• Special Events

• Museum Tour Guide
• Gardening

• Computer work
OR

Join us every Wednesday 
from 10:00am - 1:00pm

for museum cleaning and
sprucing up the grounds.

vnmsfw@gmail.com

Image by Redbubble.com

THE SHRINE 
NEEDS YOU!

Volunteers Needed
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Help Us Celebrate the
78th Anniversary of the Shrine

In Our July 4th Full Color Tribute Book

Reserve your advertising 
space now in this Collector’s 

Edition Book

• Special Features on 78 Years  
    of History.
• Stories and Photos of the   
   Founders.
• Coming Events and
   Attractions.                                  
• Learn about 40/8 Merci
   Boxcar Restoration
• New Museum Coming Soon!

Reserve your ad space Today!
Call the Shrine at 260-267-5022

Deadline for Artwork is Monday June 6th.

2122 O’Day Road • Fort Wayne, IN 46818
260-267-5022
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Get your team together for a fun
day of Golf, Great Food and Prizes! 
All to benefit the Veterans National 
Memorial Shrine and Museum!

$70 per player
$280 per foursome

Make checks payable to:
The Veterans National 
Memorial Shrine
and Museum
P.O. Box 26 Arcola, IN 
46704

Yes, Sign us up to play, here’s my team!

1.

2.

3.

4.

We are a 501c (3) all donations are tax exempt within terms of the IRS code.

2702 Cobblestone Lane
Kendallville, IN 46755

Wednesday July 13th
9am Shotgun Start

honoringforever.org

4th Annual Golf Tournament

Hole Sponsorships are available!

Name                                                                            Phone

Reserve your
foursome today
by calling the Shrine
260-267-5022

for $150 per hole

Sponsored by


